St. Martin of Tours Parish
51 Front Street, Philipsburg, P.O. Box 11, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
Tel. (599) 542-2303 – Fax (599) 542-5892 -- E-mail: caribsvd@candw.ag (pastor)
The parish is served by Divine Word Missionaries: Fr. Robert Johnson SVD, Pastor
Fr. Manuel Antao SVD, Associate & Fr. Miguel Lopez Florez SVD, Associate
Frater Son Le SVD, Seminarian
Office Hours: 9:00 to 1:00 p.m.  Monday – Friday +  Phone for personal appointments
Liturgy Schedule
	Philipsburg:
	St. Martin of Tours:
	South Reward:
	The Risen Christ

	Saturday: 
	6:00 p.m. Mass
	Sunday:
	11:00 a.m. Mass

	Sunday:
	8:30 a.m. Mass 
	Sunday:
	1st & 3rd Baptisms

	
Monday:
	7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass
6:30 a.m. Mass
	Tuesday:
1st Sunday:
	7:00 p.m. Adoration
7:00 p.m. Haitian Mass

	Tuesday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	
	

	Wednesday:
	12:00 noon & 7:00 p.m. Adoration
	Simpson Bay:
	Mary, Star of the Sea

	Thursday:
	6:30 a.m. Mass
	Sunday:
	5:00 p.m. Mass

	Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	Wednesday:
	7:00 a.m. Mass

	1st Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass & 7:00 p.m. Mass
	Thursday:
	6:00 p.m. Adoration

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated before Sunday Mass for those who request.
Preparation for the Sacrament Marriage must begin six months before the wedding. 
Pre-Cana Courses are held in February and August for marriage preparation.
Remember St. Martin of Tours Parish in Your Will!
Visit the Parish Website! STMARTINCHURCHCOM
Center for Catechesis  Phone  542-6159   E-mail: religiousedu@caribserve.net

THE EUCHARIST September 12th until September 18th,  2010
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Saturday
	Vigil Mass
	

	6:00pm
	For protection and strength in the hurricane  season
	Philipsburg

	Sunday
	Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

	8:30 a.m.
11:00a.m.                         
	John Olbrych (+)
Pro Populo (for the People)
	Philipsburg
South Reward

	
	
	

	5:00 p.m.
7:00p.m. 
Monday
	Dennis Meyer (+)
Spanish Community
 (+) Betty Fox
	Simpson Bay
Philipsburg
Philipsburg

	
	
	

	Tuesday
Wednesday
	Edith Agnes Arndell (+)
Dolores Hippolite Felicien
	Philipsburg
Simpson Bay

	
	Merlin Meyer  (+)
	Philipsburg

	Thursday
Friday
	Bruno Hippolite Felicien
Stanley Geerlings (+)/Irene Fleming
	Philipsburg
Philipsburg

	Saturday
	For  protection and strength in the hurricane season
	Philipsburg

	                                                 
	
	


A MINUTE OR LESS WITH FATHER BOB:  
In the gospel today, Jesus shares three parables where something or someone is lost: a sheep, a coin, and the famous story of the “lost” son.  Why does Jesus tell these parables?  We have a clue at the beginning of the gospel where the Pharisees and scribes complain that Jesus welcomes sinners and tax collectors to listen to him AND eats with them.  How can he do that if he is such a religious, holy man…perhaps even the Messiah?  And so then Jesus tells them about these “lost” situations.  These parables reveal to us the attitude of God.  God does not love only the just and good; God loves all, always and unconditionally.  It is not always easy for us as human beings to understand that, because our own attitudes can be so different: we will love someone many times with strings attached…with certain conditions…if we somehow “benefit” from the other person, etc.  In what ways are you and I “lost”?  In what ways can we reach out to other family members, parishioners, and friends who also might be “lost”?  The irony in the gospel is perhaps that it was the Pharisees and scribes who in their own ways were “lost” due to self-righteousness, arrogance, and perhaps self-determination in the belief of their own self-importance and religiosity. As the famous hymn reminds us:  “…I once was lost…but now am found…was blind but now I see.”  Perhaps that is where our pastoral plan in the parish which includes the area of evangelization challenges each of us:  who is lost in our parish?  And what is our response?
SAINT OF THE WEEK:  Robert Bellarmine, bishop, religious, doctor  Friday, September 17th
A distinguished Jesuit theologian, writer, and cardinal, born at Montepulciano on 4th  October, 1542; died 17 September, 1621. St. Robert Bellarmine was canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1930, and declared a Doctor of the Universal Church in 1931. He is the patron saint of catechists and catechumens. His spirit of prayer, his singular delicacy of conscience and freedom from sin, his spirit of humility and poverty, his lavish charity to the poor, and his devotedness to work, had combined to impress those who knew him intimately.
OF THIS AND THAT:.
-Finance Committee Meeting on Monday, September 13th in the Rectory Office at 6:30 pm.
-All  Eucharistic Ministers are requested to meet on Monday, September 20th at 7:30 pm in the Catechetical Center.
-Parish Council Meeting on September 14th, at 7:30 pm in the Rectory Office.
-This Friday there is the regular 12 noon Mass on Election Day.  Take the time to come to Mass and pray for the Spirit of Wisdom and Guidance as our people elect the leaders of our community.
-The Novena to Our Lady of LaSalette continues this week at 7 pm in St. Maarten of Tours Church, Philipsburg until Sunday, September 19th.  Fr. Nigel Karam, is preaching the novena. 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
-October 18th -22nd all the priests of the Diocese of Willemstad will be meeting in Sint Maarten.  We invite all parishioners to come out on Monday, Oct. 18th at 6:30 pm for Mass in Philipsburg; Tuesday, Oct. 19th at 6:30 pm for Mass in South Reward, and Thursday, 6:30 pm for Mass in Simpson Bay.
-October 22 and 23rd the School of Evangelization begins its first course “Introduction to the Bible” with Fr. Bernard Latus, SVD from St. Kitts directing the course.  All adults in the parish are invited.
WELCOME:  We welcome into the parish this week Br. Son Le, SVD.  Son is a seminarian studying for the priesthood, and has already taken vows as a Divine Word Missionary.  He will stay with us until June, 2011, when he returns to the United States to finish his studies, take his perpetual vows as an S.V.D.,  and be ordained a priest.  He will assist in the parish here in different areas.  May your time with us be grace-filled and blessed, Son.
