St. Martin of Tours Parish
51 Front Street, Philipsburg, P.O. Box 11, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
Tel. (599) 542-2303 – Fax (599) 542-5892 -- E-mail: caribsvd@candw.ag (pastor)
The parish is served by Divine Word Missionaries: Fr. Robert Johnson SVD, Pastor
Fr. Manuel Antao,SVD, Associate & Fr. Miguel Lopez Florez, SVD, Associate
Office Hours: 9:00 to 1:00 p.m.  Monday – Friday +  Phone for personal appointments
Liturgy Schedule
	Philipsburg:
	St. Martin of Tours:
	South Reward:
	The Risen Christ

	Saturday: 
	6:00 p.m. Mass
	Sunday:
	11:00 a.m. Mass

	Sunday:
	8:30 a.m. Mass 
	Sunday:
	1st & 3rd Baptisms

	
Monday:
	7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass
6:30 a.m. Mass
	Tuesday:
1st Sunday:
	7:00 p.m. Adoration
7:00 p.m. Haitian Mass

	Tuesday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	
	

	Wednesday:
	12:00 noon & 7:00 p.m. Adoration
	Simpson Bay:
	Mary, Star of the Sea

	Thursday:
	6:30 a.m. Mass
	Sunday:
	5:00 p.m. Mass

	Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	Wednesday:
	7:00 a.m. Mass

	1st Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass & 7:00 p.m. Mass
	Thursday:
	6:00 p.m. Adoration

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated before Sunday Mass for those who request.
Preparation for the Sacrament Marriage must begin six months before the wedding. 
Pre-Cana Courses are held in February and August for marriage preparation.
Remember St. Martin of Tours Parish in Your Will!
Visit the Parish Website! STMARTINCHURCHCOM

Center for Catechesis  Phone  542-6159   E-mail: religiousedu@caribserve.net

THE EUCHARIST August 15th   until August 21st,  2010
Feast of the Assumption and Twentieth Week in Ordinary
	Saturday
	Feast of the Assumption Vigil Mass
	

	6:00pm
	For  the people of St. Sebastian Parish, USA
	Philipsburg

	Sunday
	Feast of the Assumption
	

	8:30 a.m.
11:00a.m.                         
	Ignace Alexander  (+)
Pro Populo (for the people)
	Philipsburg
South Reward

	
	
	

	5:00 p.m.
7:00p.m. 
Monday
	For Nadine
Spanish Community
Luis Damtas  (+)
	Simpson Bay
Philipsburg
Philipsburg

	
	
	

	Tuesday
Wednesday
	Edith Agnes Arndell (+)
Romon Jacquet (+)
	Philipsburg
Simpson Bay

	
	Jose Bosso (+)
	Philipsburg

	Thursday
Friday
	Melba Jacquet (for health)/Michellin and Jose Gibbs
Mariah Provence (for health)
	Philipsburg
Philipsburg

	
	
	

	Saturday                                                  
	Thanksgiving (Saint Micheal and Saint Anna)
	Philipsburg


A MINUTE OR LESS WITH FATHER BOB:  
This is one of the great feasts that identifies, and sometimes, unfortunately, divides us from some of our brothers and sisters in other Christian churches.  The Feast of the Assumption of Mary into Heaven reminds us of the role of Jesus’ mother in our lives; her example as the best disciple we have to follow and to help guide us in coming to know Jesus even more, and the gift Jesus made to us when He gave her to us as our spiritual mother.  Quite frankly, I do not really understand how many other Christian churches can criticize us, and how they do not understand the importance of Mary as an example to us in our faith.  In the gospel today, Mary reminds us of the importance of reaching out to others from within our own “worlds” and concerns, to visit and serve others even when we our preoccupied with our own situations (as Mary visits her cousin, Elizabeth), and then, Mary inspires us in how to pray by simply praising and exalting God in our lives as she responds through the “Magnificat.”  Our Caribbean culture honors and celebrates the strength of motherhood, and yet, many of our Caribbean people cannot understand how we as Catholics honor Mary, our mother?  One last remark:  as Catholics, we do not WORSHIP MARY AND WE DO NOT PRAY TO MARY…we ask Mary to pray…to intercede for us!
SAINT OF THE WEEK:  John Eudes (died 1680) Thursday, August 19th
St. John founded the Congregation of Jesus and Mary (“Eudists” in 1643) a congregation of religious number about 450 today, for training the clergy; also founded the Sisters of the Good Shepherd to assist morally endangered women, especially prostitutes; promoted devotion to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary.
OF THIS AND THAT:
-We want to ask the Lord’s blessings on all teachers and students who go back to school this week, especially those in our Catholic schools; may God richly bless them and guide them!
-The parish office re-opens tomorrow, August 16th at, regular times, Mondays through Fridays from 9 am until 1 pm.
-Closing dates for registration for First Communion and Confirmation is Tuesday, August 31st at the Center for Catechesis on Back Street between 10 am until 1:30 pm.
-We congratulate those couples who attended the Pre-Cana Course this weekend; the next course will be offered in February, 2011. 
We pray for the soul of  Florice Niles who was buried from our parish this last Friday.  We extend our prayers, love and sympathy to her daughter, Percillia, and grand-daughter, Fabiana.
-All members of the Prison Ministry will have a general meeting on Monday, August 23rd at 7 pm in the rectory office.  The coordinators of the group will still have one more meeting on Monday, August 16th at 7 pm in the rectory office.
-Members of the Youth Ministry Leadership for World Youth Day will meet in the rectory office on Tuesday, August 17th at 7:30 pm.
- Bishop Ellis Foundation Meeting will be on Monday, August 23rd at 6:30 pm at the Foundation Office in the Parish Hall.
Please remember the up-coming dates and mark them on your calendars:
Priests’ Conference for the Diocese of Willemstad, October 18th – 22nd, 2010 in Sint Maarten.  All three churches will celebrate evening Mass that week, and we hope to see as many parishioners out those evenings with all the visiting priests attending.  Come and celebrate with them, and let them know you are proud of your Church and your faith!
Parish Family Fun Day: November 28th…be ready to help and celebrate as a family!
