St. Martin of Tours Parish
51 Front Street, Philipsburg, P.O. Box 11, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
Tel. (599) 542-2303 – Fax (599) 542-5892 -- E-mail: caribsvd@candw.ag (pastor)
The parish is served by Divine Word Missionaries: Fr. Robert Johnson SVD, Pastor
Fr. Manuel Antao,SVD, Associate & Fr. Miguel Lopez Florez, SVD, Associate
Office Hours: 9:00 to 1:00 p.m.  Monday – Friday +  Phone for personal appointments
Liturgy Schedule
	Philipsburg:
	St. Martin of Tours:
	South Reward:
	The Risen Christ

	Saturday: 
	6:00 p.m. Mass
	Sunday:
	11:00 a.m. Mass

	Sunday:
	8:30 a.m. Mass 
	Sunday:
	1st & 3rd Baptisms

	
Monday:
	7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass
6:30 a.m. Mass
	Tuesday:
1st Sunday:
	7:00 p.m. Adoration
7:00 p.m. Haitian Mass

	Tuesday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	
	

	Wednesday:
	12:00 noon & 7:00 p.m. Adoration
	Simpson Bay:
	Mary, Star of the Sea

	Thursday:
	6:30 a.m. Mass
	Sunday:
	5:00 p.m. Mass

	Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	Wednesday:
	7:00 a.m. Mass

	1st Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass & 7:00 p.m. Mass
	Thursday:
	6:00 p.m. Adoration

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated before Sunday Mass for those who request.
Preparation for the Sacrament Marriage must begin six months before the wedding. 
Pre-Cana Courses are held in February and August for marriage preparation.
Remember St. Martin of Tours Parish in Your Will!
Visit the Parish Website! STMARTINCHURCHCOM
Center for Catechesis  Phone  542-6159   E-mail: religiousedu@caribserve.net

THE EUCHARIST September 5th until September 11th,  2010
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
Saturday
	
Vigil Mass
	

	6:00pm
	For the unborn
	Philipsburg

	Sunday
	Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

	8:30 a.m.
11:00a.m.                         
	Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Rollan (33rd Wedding Anniv.)
Pro Populo (for the People)
	Philipsburg
South Reward

	
	
	

	5:00 p.m.
7:00p.m. 
Monday
	Dennis Meyer (+)
Spanish Community
Rosalinda Bardez (+)
	Simpson Bay
Philipsburg
Philipsburg

	
	
	

	Tuesday
Wednesday
	Edith Agnes Arndell (+)
Betty Fox (+)
	Philipsburg
Simpson Bay

	
	Merlin Meyer  (+)
	Philipsburg

	Thursday
Friday
	For the poor souls in Purgatory 
For vocations to the priesthood/religious life
	Philipsburg
Philipsburg

	Saturday
	For  protection and strength in the hurricane season
	Philipsburg

	                                                 
	
	


A MINUTE OR LESS WITH FATHER BOB:  
What have we learned from Hurricane Earl and Tropical Storm Fiona as they came near Sint Maarten to visit?  I would not want to wish a hurricane on anyone, and yet, what positive can we encounter during a hurricane?  What can hurricanes/natural disasters teach us, if we are open?  I have been in over eight hurricanes now in my time in the Caribbean, and one positive situation is that it can provide the time and space to draw closer to our families, and to develop our relationships further.  In a world and culture today where family life is endangered, and many people are pre-occupied with one or two jobs, school, internet, television, ipods, Facebook, Twitter, cell phones, etc. a hurricane often affords us the chance to develop more “quality” relationships with each other.  We are given the opportunity without all of the usual distractions…did we take that opportunity with each other?  Did we take the time to truly communicate with each other? Another positive situation is that without electricity, water, telephone, etc. it helps us realize what we take for granted…what we have come to rely on…and what become our priorities in life.  Do we appreciate things we often do not appreciate until they are taken from us?  Finally, in the darkness, with the wind and the rain, (turning our battery-operated radios down or off…) we had an opportunity to commune with God.  Without all those other distractions, we had the chance to encounter God in the wind and the rain.  In the very moment of feeling fear, we have a deeper moment of encountering God.  Many of us might have become anxious or concerned…but perhaps the fear was more in having to face moments of quiet, of darkness without our usual, daily distractions…were you and I able to find God in the hurricane?
SAINT OF THE WEEK:  The Birthday of Mary, Wednesday, September 8th.
This feast is a reminder of the best disciple we have; in what ways can we follow her to grow closer to her son, Jesus?  What role does she play in our spiritual lives?  Jesus gave her to us as our “spiritual” mother from the Cross.  On her birthday, perhaps we should ask ourselves in what ways do we “birth” new ideas in our lives?  Do we “birth” the gifts and creativity God has given us to use in building God’s Kingdom?  Also, on September 8th, 1875, the Society of the Divine Word (S.V.D.) the religious community of priests in your parish today were founded.  We began with four men in Steyl, Holland, and today are over 6300 priests and religious Brothers serving in over 60 countries.  Sint Maarten is one of the places we serve! 
OF THIS AND THAT:
-Monday, September 6th, the Pastoral Plan Team Leaders will meet at 7 pm in the Rectory Office.
-Finance Committee Meeting on Monday, September 13th in the Rectory Office at 6:30 pm.
-All  Eucharistic Ministers are requested to meet on Monday, September 13th at  7:30 pm in the Catechetical Center.
-Parish Council Meeting on September 14th, at 7:30 pm in the Rectory Office.
-Mass this Wednesday, (depending on the hurricane) will be at 6:30 am in Philipsburg instead of 12 noon, only for this week.
-The Novena to Our Lady of LaSalette is from Friday, September 10th at 7 pm in St. Maarten of Tours Church, Philipsburg until Sunday, September 19th.  Fr. Nigel Karam, is preaching.  More details are on the sheet provided with the bulletin.
-R.C.I.A. Classes begin this Wednesday, September 8th at  7:30 pm in the Catechetical Center (weather permitting!)
YOUTH  NEWS:
-ALL YOUTH BETWEEN THE AGES of 16 to 35 who are interested in World Youth Day are requested to attend a meeting on Tuesday, September 7th at 7 pm in the Catechetical Center.  All students in their teen years are asked to be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
