ST.MARTIN OF TOURS PARISH
51 Front Street, Philipsburg, P.O. Box 11, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
Tel. (599) 542-2303 – Fax (599) 542-5892 -- E-mail: sxmtoursparish@sintmaarten.net
The parish is served by Divine Word Missionaries: Fr. Thomas A. Krosnicki, SVD, Pastor
Fr. Manuel Antao, SVD, Associate & Fr. Miguel Lopez Florez, SVD, Associate
Office Hours: 9:00 to 11:45 a.m.  Tuesday – Friday +  Phone for personal appointments

LITURGY SCHEDULE
	Philipsburg:
	St. Martin of Tours
	South Reward:
	The Risen Christ

	Saturday: 
	6:00 p.m. Mass
	Sunday:
	11:00 a.m. Mass

	Sunday:
	8:30 a.m. Mass 
	Sunday:
	1st & 3rd Baptisms

	Monday:
	6:30 a.m. Mass & 12:00 noon Mass
	Tuesday:
	7:00 p.m. Adoration

	Tuesday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	1st Sunday:
	7:00 p.m. Haitian Mass

	Wednesday:
	12:00 noon & 7:00 p.m. Adoration
	2nd Sunday:
	8:30 a.m. Spanish Mass

	Thursday:
	6:30 a.m. Mass & 12:00 noon Mass
	Simpson Bay:
	Mary Star of the Sea

	Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass
	Sunday:
	5:00 p.m. Mass

	1st Friday:
	12:00 noon Mass & 7:00 p.m. Mass
	Wednesday:
	7:00 a.m. Mass

	1st & 3rd Sunday
	11:00 a.m. Spanish Mass
	Thursday: 
	6:00 p.m. Adoration

	4th Sunday:
	7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass
	5th Sunday:
	11:00 a.m. Spanish Mass


The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated before Sunday Mass for those who request.
Preparation for the Sacrament Marriage must begin three (3) months before the wedding.

THE EUCHARIST DECEMBER 6 -12, 2009
THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT
	
Saturday
	
SUNDAY VIGIL MASS 
	

	6:00 p.m.
	for Odulio Phelipa
	Philipsburg

	Sunday
	SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
	

	 8:30 a.m.
	for  Merlyn Silvers (Happy Birthday)
	Philipsburg

	11:00 a.m.
	for the People of the Parish
	South Reward 

	11:00 a.m.
	for the Hispanic Community (Spanish Mass)
	Philipsburg

	5:00 p.m.
	for Topper & Family
	Simpson Bay

	Monday
	For V. Monsanto (Health) 6:30am) 
	Philipsburg

	
	for Vocations to the Priesthood (noon)
	Philipsburg

	Tuesday
Wednesday
	for F. Oduber (Health) 
for Youth of the Parish
	Philipsburg
Simpson Bay

	
	
	

	
	for Jane Y. Halley  (+)
	Philipsburg

	Thursday
	for the Poor Souls (6:30 a.m.)
	Philipsburg

	
	for Sick & Homebound of the Parish (noon)
	Philipsburg

	Friday
Saturday




	for Michael Kohler  (+)
for the People of the Parish

Center for Catechesis: phone 542-6159 Weekdays


	Philipsburg
Philipsburg

10am – 2pm



OF THIS AND THAT
@ We congratulate our candidates for First Communion presented today to the community during the 8:30am Mass in Philipsburg and the 11:00am in   South Reward. @ Youth Mass will be on December 19th at 4pm in South Reward. @ A new tabernacle has been installed in The Risen Christ Church, South Reward. For the most, it is a gift in memory of Dolores Treich (+) @ The trees on the seaside of the church in Philipsburg are being replaced by the government. They were victims of Hurricane Omar.  @ Congratulations to the Bishop Ellis Foundation for distributing a most generous number of Christmas food vouchers to a select number of its most needy clients. @ The Christmas Novena of Auroa Masses will begin on Wednesday, Dec.16, at 5am in The Risen Christ Church, South Reward. @  Each day this week, one of our six Catholic schools will celebrate an 8am Advent School Mass in preparation for Christmas.@ Our latest GEBE bill for water and electricity to parish buildings came to NAF 2,790.22 ($1,533.08). Conserve! Wisdom: You must take personal responsibility. You cannot change the circumstances, the seasons, or the wind, but you can change yourself. That is something you have charge of.  

ADVENT II REFLECTION
Pope John Paul II, who was one of the great prophets of the Christian life, exhorted us to examine the way in which we as a society and as individuals have lost a sense of sin and, consequently, can lose the impetus to receive the grace of forgiveness available to us in the sacrament of reconciliation. Was the society, culture and time in which St John the Baptist ministered any different from ours in this regard? 
The human condition is such that it instinctively resists the idea that we are sinful and need to repent. In all of us there is a certain in-built self-righteousness which finds it hard if not impossible to say, 'I have sinned against heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son/daughter.' This resistance and self-righteousness is why God has to prepare the way.  Advent is the perfect season to recover the gift of repentance and to discover anew the grace and freedom of the sacrament of reconciliation. 'Repentance is not the work of man: as the prophet Jeremiah said, "Make me repent, my Lord, and I shall repent!"                                                                                                                          
	THE PASTORAL PLAN: PLANNING AND STRUCTURE
Every organization, including a diocese and a parish, needs both a plan of action and a structure to carry it out on all levels. Without a plan and a structure, there can be no fruitful or lasting results. A parish has a structure, partially given by Church law (e.g. parish council, finance committee) and the needs of the local community. Without a structure there is no need of planning. Without a plan there is no effective structure. But such structures are meaningful and effective only if they enjoy qualified leadership and collaborative membership. There are six characteristics of effective structures supported by good plans: 1. CLARITY OF PURPOSE, 2. QUALIFIED LEADERSHIP, 3. TRANSPARENT ACCOUNTABILITY, 4. ONGOING COMMUNICATION, 5. REALISTIC GOALS, 6. PERIODIC EVALUATION. 
                                                                --Source: St. Martin of Tours Parish Hall Meeting Worksheet #3



                        Remember St. Martin of Tours Parish in Your Will!
Visit the Parish Website! STMARTINCHURCH.COM                             
 HAVE YOU VISITED THE CATHOLIC BOOK AND GIFT STORE?


